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: ‘AHSTIN ‘FJOM_EN 'S LIBERAT ION CON-FERENCE
YONE STEP FORWARD, TWO 'STEPS BACK"

Part 1. _
On ‘the weekend of‘Sept; 6«67 modify 1%, or oneczelf, 80 as to
. women from all,over the state make 1t more. bearzble. "Wiat we

came to-Austin for a Women's Lib-
- eration .
UT campus. Though thls conference
wag-a step forward for Texas wo-
men. in that it was thelr . first
real eifort to -communicate with
each other on a more than clty-
wlde basis;
. Short-comirsgs
- eration movencnt.

The conférence began with four
shert talks, on the family, the
oppresglion of minorlty women, the
psychological oppressicn of women,
..and -women and the economy. . These
talks were supposed to stimulate
discussion 1in the various work-
shops neld that afternoon and the
rext. These talks might seem less
important had the conference de-
voted - more time to plenary dis-
cussions or presentations--as 1t
was, with only a short plenary
devoted to these talks (i Lours),
.one devoted 0 & telilr on abnrmgon
and birth contrel, and one devots
ed to workshop wepcrts, these.in-
itilal talks assume a greater im-
portance. ’ ' '
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The talk on the family revealed

the general 1low level of know-
ledge about that topic, more by
1ts omissions than by its inclu-
sions. Given by a member of Aus-
tin WLF, +thie telk -began

an .. overwhelming
that the famlly is the concern of
women" (emphasis added). And, ac-
cording to the spesker
liberation must therefore
with the family,

This mach is correct., - It | is -

true that under capitalism women
are relegated to a domestic role-
housekeeping, child-vearing, are
women's tasks, which they cannot
neglect even 1f they rust assume
additional <{esks,  such as fulle-
time jobs outecide the home; Women
must decide hoew o deal wilth the
role  of the huusewife--to accent
it, or to reject: 1lt. But this
point was not made by the.gpeaker.
Rather, her concevrn was

to 1ive with 'that role,

Conferesnce, heid on .the .

it also revealed many’
in the Women's Lih- - .-

‘ but was not"

-ginal

with
stress on the idea that "there 1is -
social attitude -

women's
deal -

by the

with howi
how ‘to-

have to do ‘'is changs our atbtil-
tudes within the 1amilyo" Tinpll-

- ¢it in her talk was scceptance of

the domestlic role., But rejectlion
of this role, and rejection . of
the family as an institution was
not even mentioned. More impor-
tantly, in the workshcp that fol-

lowed, the main concern was with
‘forms of -the famlly, and how %o
modify one's 1life style so as to

avold some of the oppression, .
The family creates  atilbudes,.
¢reated by -them. To
believe otherwise, one must ima-
gine some well- pring of evil hu-
man attitudes such as ori-
sin. Phe nuclear, patriar-
came ‘into sxlsténce
becauvse of the division of labor
in primitive scclety. Womsn were
tied to child-rearing and <Somes-
tic duties becapse of biology - -
only they could rurss the young.
Men were not bound. by this bicio-
gical necessity, so they hunted.
Later, when animals were domssti-
cated, they became the DTOPGIGY
of the men hecauss they fell to
men -under the previcusly existing
social roles. Men wanted to pass

chal family.

this, their first important pro-
pertv to thelr own children, and
1t. was . thils desire that caused

the "double standard" to sarises
In-the previously exlsting matri-
archal soclety, lineage was esasily
traced: whosver bore a child was
its mother. But determining the
father of a child was more diffi-
cult, unless one assured that the
mother was monogamous, It made no
difference whether or not the fa-
ther was monogawous, Thus, soclal
roies were not dghermined by et -
titudes, or even Ly chance, but
histori~al develcrment of
property relations.

Women, to overcome the oppres-
sion of the family, must reject
it as an institutlion. But a mere
attitude of rejection 1s not go-
ing to accomplish this. To ac-
tually overthrow the  family,
which 1s now an institutiosn pito=

- fiteble to the world ruling class

(that group of people who own %hhe
means -of .production--the facto-
ries, etc.) will require a social=
ist revolution, which overthrows



Women's Liberation Conference,

the ruling class, and abolishes
the property relations that
brought the family (and the rul-
Ing class) into existence.

To mganingfully discuss the
family i1s to discuss these  -as=-,
pects: how the family oppresses
women, how it came inte existence
. who it profits, how to remove 1t
as an oppressive . Institution.
None of these were brought out
the Sept. 26 conference, - except
by members  of . the Sgartaclst
League ' ' :

Oppression of Minority Women

The telk on thoe oppression. of
minority wonon was glven by Mari-
anna Hernardez, SWP. Her talk,
related mcre to racial opprsssion
than to sexual oppression. Aside
from purely statistical data, 1t
was just sdrecitation of the SWP
position +thnat racilal minorities

are national groupings. The Spar-

tacist League does not.share this
posltion, and 1t 1s certalnly one
which should not have been presen-

ted to the conference without
discussion. It was, however the
inevitable ©result of a :forma%

which allowed certain indiwviduals
(who, if only by default, took
political positions) to make pre-
sentations, and then allowed lit-
tle. or no time for discussion.
(Those who would 1like to learn
more about the Spartacist posi-
tion on raclal minorities should
read Marxlst Bulletin #5 For the
Materialist Conception of the Ne-
gro
Black & Red.)

The Roots of Psychological Oppres—
sion

Evelyn Sell (another member of
the SWP) gave a talk on the psy-
chologicgl oppression of women,

Her talk, besldes belng elementa-
ry and superficial, -especially
for this audience, missed what

should have been, to a soclalist,

the most important - peint--that
psychological oppresiston . is

rooted in the economic oo;'ession
of caplitalism, and can only be e-
liminated when capitalism is. To
Evelyn Sell, the roots of womenfs
oppression are in the Judzo-Chris-
tian tradition, which has -veen
male dominated. Since women can=.
not now snatch themselves cut of
their historic development, this
certainly didn't tell women what

they could do about:psychologlcal .
oppression-~or even where to be-

'gin.

cont .

nomy was anti-sociallst
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Women and the Economy

The talk on women and the eco-

in 1ts a-
nalysis, and offered no
seclalist or otherwlses Some
quotés: "The problem with the e-
conomy is that the male mentallty,
the male way of doing thiwngs has
dominated it for 700 ycars (why
that date?). "Women musy aaopt
male valuoes llke compe¥iiiveness"
forse.  "The
like sensitivity
male values like
"male
"The mals, ra-
logical response 1ls re-
warded even when the female, emo-
tional response is more appwopzi—
ate." The talk, by Barbara Wuensch
was permeated wlth such
statements. Far from encouraging
women to llberate themselves from
the stereotypes of . mas¢ulinity-
she  encouraged
women to apply them to an analy-
sls of the economlc system--and
spparently ~Adid so with complete
impunity. Not even from the SWP
did we Tleapr

a criticism of this
blatantly ‘sexist,

analysisl .

The problem is not that the e-
conomlic systém -has a penis.The
problem is that we live iIn a cap-
italist economic system in which
profits
tation,

feminine wvalles
are opposed to

economic system."

and supsr-exploitation, of

women. Women .axe not paid equally -

far doing the same work as men
(Wuensch did mention this last
fact)., Women's jobs are nonslder-
ed "extras®h,
1f the woman has no “other source
of income, and must support chilk
dren. Women are exploited in duing

the soclally necessary domestic
labor without material compensa-
tion. Women serve as a marginal
labor source, to be called in as.
scabs during strikea, or to re-

place men in time of war, and %o
be laid off as soon as the men
come back to work. But when they
are on the other end, as strikers
thenselves, they receive the. same
brutal treatment given men. The
real enemies of women in the eco-
nomy are not men--unless they are
male capltalists. In fact, with-
out allying with working class
men, working women will. never
have +the power to change their
condition. The power of the work-
Ing class depends upon unilty, and
unity cannot oscur if women  be-
lieve that men, "in a male domin-
ated economy," are their enemies,
rather than capitallsts,
pitalist dominated economy.-~“‘"'

- -

gsolutions -

anti-Marxist

Ysupplements™, even:

are made from the explol- .-

In a.ca- .-




Part IT:

Outside of the Leninist mvvement
the Left Tres responded to  the
contradiction  between - trade
union militancy and labor's pol-
it1cal baclkwardness in two diver-
gent ways. One tendency believed
that 1labor's 1lack of clags con-
sclousness would be
the un‘ons throu%h
around economic
buttar demands".

ized this tendency as "Economism!
In the U S. labvor movement it was

the struggle

known "pure- and simple- trade
unionisme

Another tendency, attaoked by
Lenin as= seetar anism saw the
trade umnious . and epoﬁom1c
struggles as the  gource of-
labor's political ~ “haokwargnsess.

The "sectariang" believed
the trade unions must be boycob-
ted or that they must ke umashed
and replaced with revoJutﬁonary
unions.
There
in both
ianism",

is an element of truth
"oconomism" and “sectar-

Trade unions . are a
source of rolitical backwardness
and it i=s through ‘the trade
unions thot workers - will be won
to socialism.

Unlons 4are llmited as
for socialism" in . the same: way"

they are limited as defenuive eco~

nomlc organizations of. the work-

ing
Sept! 70), Just as GR and West-
inghouse get together to "fix"
the price of llightbulbs, so elec-
trical workers unite to "fix the
only commodity they have to sell,
their labor power. As organiza-
tions  which "fight pursghasersof
labor power over a purely commer-

clal deal," unions in +{hemselves
are capae‘e of producing only
commercial or bourgeois con-

sciousness.
in's most devs
"economism", What
he states: "trade unicnizm means
the 1deologlcal enslavement of
the workers by the bourgeoisie."
Purther, trade unions, at least
in their origin, preservo all the
old gulld, craft and trade dils-
tinctions developed over the cen-
turies of a market economy. Since
trade unions never embrase more
than a third of the work force,
an lmmediatec distinction 1s es-
tablished between the organized,
better pald and more highly skill-
ed worker and the unorgenized ma-
Jorlty. Further distinctions ex-
18t between white ollar waxker and

This 1s vwhy in:Len-
loped eritique of
What Is To Be Diune,

TEADE UNIONS AND SOCIALISM

"The Strugg]e Aéaﬂnst 'Economism' and !Sectar

overcoms In

or "bread-and- =
Lenin character-

.that

schOols'

class (see Campus Spartaclst

k4

fanlsm!"®

blue ‘collar worker, between jour-
neymaen and appr entice, vl 2besween
genier end young worker, between .-
black, brown, and white worker,
between meri and women WOrkers,
Thiese ‘various sectlons of the law
bor force are sst one ageinst .

‘notvher in a comnuditive sclamble
o 'sell thelr
“number cf buyels which ta al ways
-shrﬁnkinga

Jlabor power vo "a

These distinctions
plete variance with -
ing centralization -pr sdiced LBy
cau*telismoThelm'ores at’“aeﬂe«w
quires more then Srogivion. In
addition, a stratification 'ls.
produced in the working class by

are. In com-

-the bourgeclsle'!s onnscious brib-
.ery of certaln sections of labor,

to. the creatien of
calls 1P heftWing -

T T 58w

This 1leads
what ILeniln
Communiggh the craff~un*on, rar-
row»minded, selfishg caseqawdened,
covetous, petty-bourgoris iaDOr
aristocracy,” imperialiist nqigggd,
Tmperialistebribed end lueria i
ist corrupted.® 1t ~is

from this

social stratum that the labor bu-
reaucracy is.recruited, :
The labor bureaucracy 1is the
transmlission belt E£8FE“pourgecls
ideology into the labor movement.

However,  they are Mlabor l*euten~
ants of the capitalist class' in
even a more profound sense, The

increasing intensification of cap-

1talist puqdaeticiurequires - In-
creasing discipline of the pros.
ducerss The task of Inculcuiiing
work-dis ciplire cen n¥ iunger be
left to the church, famiiy, and
other reactionary Institutlons,
The task must be.taken up by *the
organizations hich the workers
regard as their own, the .unions.
For these reasons, even fasciagm
requires unlons of some sort. "By
transforming the trade unloms

" Into organs of the state, fascism

Invents mnothing news 1t merely
draws to their ultimate cond 1it
slon tendencles inherent in “im-
pelialismo" (Trotsky, Trade Un~

ions in the Epoch CF lrpevia’ls
DGCanj—

The history of the Us. . S8.. rlabﬂr
movement, the hisﬁery of thé many
militent eurubgles 1ike the risse
«f the (IO and the pest-W.W. II

- lopor Upsurge which end in polit-

1cal defeab ard the present
sctate of the Labor meovement, I1s
a most severe indictment of WEco-
nemism,"

Whatever else may be sald aboutb
trade unions, they represent, e-

K intreas-




'Economism!

specially in the absence of mass,

working-class  polltical parties;

labor's only defense against capw
ltalist exploitation and. oppresw
sion, The unionized worker 1is
probably earrning double the wage
made by an unorganized worker in
the s#ne trade, under better work

conditions and with more Jjob sec- .

urity, Trade unlons represent for
the working class a tremendous a~
dvence from "the disunity and he-
lplessness .of the workers to -
rudiments of class organization,'
(Lenin, Laft-Wing Coom.) Except

in the most speciui circumstances

workers retain thelr loyalties to

thelr traditional class organiza-
tlons, and with good reason.

The impotency, poiltical back~
wardness and degeneration of un-
ions undervimperialism seoms to
lend support to the position of
"sectarianism": That the reform-
1st _unions are obstacles Lo the
emancipation of the wtrkingrcldss
But "sectarianism" really means a
desertion of the worker'!s moveme=
nt, leaving the vorkers to their
conservative leaderships, to the
artiflclal divisions which wesaken
the class, and to their political
backwardness. It means betraying
the class struggle for the  _._.se.
of cliques and rathskeller revo-
lutionary rhetoric,

Lenin's position was :thutﬁ@téf
refuse to work in the ( reaction-
ary tmade unions and ) create new
and artificial forms oflabor org-
anlzations...ls such an unpardon-
able blunfer that it is equal bto
the greatest service that the

Communist can render the bourgeo-

1stes" (Lefi-Viing Cowm) This ser~
vice, as the expeltenue of revery
"revolutionary,” ¥red," and "soc-

see the next edition of

and 'Sectarianism'-—-cont°

the

unlons, and next to

ialist Industrial"™ unions demon-
strates, 1s to purge.and isolate.
communists from the mass organize
ations and turn over to the union -
leadership, the Magents of the
bourgeoisie within the working-
class movement" absolute hegemony
over the rank-and-file.

Winning workers to socialism is
possible only within the o“ganizé
ations that the working class re-
cognizes as their own, The prcles
tarian road to power leads throu-
gh and not around the iunlcnsy, It
is within the unions tnac uvhe up-
comlng class battles will devel-
ope. It 1s there that the néxt g-
eneration of militants will be e=
ducated, The place for any revol-
utlonary worthy of the name will
be on the battlefronx, within the
the labor mi-
litants that évery gré&at class -
invariably generates.

Whether these class battles end
in the political defeat, squander-
ed militancy and demoralization of
the class, or whether the:hLatilos
are resolved with the victory of
the proletarian revolution, a vic-
tory that will put an end to all
class war, depends on the politi-
cal program revolutlonaries carry
into the unlons, -

The vehicle for forging “.thipy
program and carrying it into the
unions must be the Leninist vane
quard party, This program must be
bagsed on the Translitionsl Program
first formulated by Trovsky., only

he Transitional Program can break

. through the contradicticn between

labor militancy and lebor'!s polit-
lcal backwardﬁeas, The next artle
cle will in this series will deal

-with a trade union program for the

70!'3 based on the Transiticnal Pro-

gram,

Campus Sgartactst for Part ITI:

"The Spartacist League And Trade Union Work"

Thurs. Dec.3, Union 317 at 7:30 pm

Attend # in the Spartacist class series on Trotskyism--Development
and Tactics of the Spartacist League.

Roading: Basic Documents of The Spartacist League; Part II,pp.18-39

-Enclosed ig a dollar,
- I want to join the RMC.
Name
SDS chapter
Address
City, State, Zip

e e T e T PR T PRL JRLIN

T want a free subscription
to Campus Spartacist

Mame
Adress )
City, State, Zip

Return to RMC Newsletter, %
Helen Cantrell, 16I E. 995t.,
apt. 2B, New York, N.Y. 10029
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